
Burlington Junior School History 

 

Progress in History – Year 3 

  By the end of Year 3 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 

Areas of 
Study  

• Autumn – Amy’s Awesome Adventures! NC link: a local history study Lest We Forget NC link:  a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

• Spring – Stone Age Rocks! NC link: changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age What is the Commonwealth? NC link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Summer – Going for Gold! NC link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

D
e
m

o
n

s
tr

a
ti

n
g

 S
u

b
s

ta
n

ti
v
e

 U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 

Knowledge & 
Understanding 

Pupils are able to provide specific 
details of the events, people, problems 
and/or developments associated with 
the historical periods studied. 

Commenting on the features, 
events, people and/or themes of the 
past. 

Describing some of the features, 
events, people and/or themes of the 
past. 

Using some specific details when 
describing the features, events, 
people and/or themes of the past in 
both talk and writing. 

Key vocabulary 
for Knowledge 

and 
Understanding 

Autumn Term:  historian, aviation, aviatrix, career, continent, slave trade, politician, campaign, vote 
Spring Term: Beaker, Celt, Bronze, Roundhouse, Hillfort, Quern, Smelting, Druid, Borer, Domesticate, Prehistory, Hunter-gatherer, Nomad, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Tribe, Neanderthal, Homo-sapiens, Pelt, Iron age, Bronze age, Stone Age 
Summer Term: Olympics, Olympian, events, competitors, medals, Bronze, Silver, Gold, winner 
 

Enquiry using 
sources as 
evidence 

Pupils are able to use sources in ways 
which go beyond simple observations 
to ask and answer questions about the 
past in order to build a picture of a 
period, person or event. 

Picking out information about the 
past from sources e.g. pictures, 
objects, stories 

Beginning to ask questions about 
sources and using more than one 
source in written and verbal 
responses 

Comparing different sources of 
evidence and identifying some 
similarities and/or differences 

Key vocabulary 
when talking 

about sources of 
history 

object, primary source, secondary source, museum, old, ancient 

Communication & 
Language 

Pupils are able to communicate their 
knowledge and understanding in a 
variety of ways (e.g. writing, discussion, 
drama) and are beginning to make use 
of key words and phrases relating to 
the periods studied. 

Showing ideas through talking, 
drawing, writing 

Beginning to add detail and 
description to written and verbal 
working e.g. adding annotations to 
drawings 

Presenting findings of historical study 
through a variety of means with 
accurate using of some key words 
and phrases related to the period of 
study 

KS2 Substantive 
Concepts 

Vocabulary: 

age (period), ancient, century, civilisation, country, decade, enemy, estate (land), famine, freedom, king, kingdom, millennium, nation, peasant, 
period, ruler, settlement, slave, trade, tribe, village  
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Chronology 

Pupils should be able to recognise that 
history can be divided into different 
periods of time, make appropriate use 
of chronological conventions (e.g. BC, 
AD, century, decade), be able to create 
timelines and sequence events or 
artefacts. 

Sequencing: Sequence a few 
events or objects 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
a number of time related terms e.g. 
now, then, old, new, yesterday, day, 
week, month, year, past, nowadays 

Sequencing: Sequence a few 
events, objects or pieces of 
information on a timeline 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
some terms relating to historical 
periods e.g. century, decade 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline 
Chronological Conventions: Use a 
larger range of terms relating to 
historical periods e.g. millennium, 
BC€, AD/CE 

Key Vocabulary 
for Chronology 

BC, AD, century, decade, now, then, old, new, yesterday, day, week, month, year, past, present, nowadays, century, decade, period, millennium, BCE, 
AD/CE, chronology,  long time ago …, last week…, pre-1066…, pre-history 

Continuity & 
Change 

Pupils should be able to recognise and 
understand that some aspects of life 
change and some aspects stay the 
same across periods of time. 

Identifying some differences 
between modern life and the lives of 
people in the past 

Identifying some differences and 
similarities between modern life and 
the lives of people in the past 

Identifying some similarities and 
differences between aspects of life at 
different times in the past 

Similarity & 
Difference 

Pupils should be able to recognise and 
understand that there are similarities 
and differences in the ways of life, 
beliefs and events affecting people 
within specific historical periods. 

Identifying some differences in the 
ways of life of different people 
during the period of study 

Identifying some differences and 
similarities in the ways of life of 
different people during the period of 
study 

Describing some similarities and 
differences between the ways of life 
of the people, events & beliefs of the 
period of study (e.g. rich/poor) 

Cause & Effect 

Pupils should be able to identify some 
reasons for why people acted in the 
way they did and/or some of the 
reasons why events occurred. 

Comment on a few reasons why 
people acted in certain ways or why 
events happened 

Comment on what happened as a 
result of peoples’ actions or events 

Identify some reasons why people 
acted in certain ways or why events 
happened 

Significance 
Pupils should be able to consider which 
people or events were historically 
important relative to each other. 

Comment on how or why a person 
or event was historically important 

Identify which people or events were 
historically important 

Place people, events or problems in 
order of importance 

Interpretation 

Pupils should be able to recognise that 
there are different representations of 
the past and begin to question these 
viewpoints. 

Becoming familiar with, naming & 
talking about different 
representations of the past 

Recognising that two representations 
of the past may give different 
information 

Beginning to ask questions about the 
viewpoints provided by simple picture 
source 

Progress in History – Year 4 

  By the end of Year 4 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 

areas of 
Study: 

• Autumn - Resilient Romans – NC link: The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Lest We Forget – NC link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Spring - Who’s the Mummy? NC link: the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of 
the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  Our Family (Commonwealth Week) NC link: a study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Charles Darwin – NC link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Summer Term - Awesome Olympics – NC link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
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Knowledge & 
Understanding 

Pupils are able to demonstrate deeper 
understanding of history by making 
some connections between the different 
periods studied. 

Describing some of the features, 
events, people and/or themes of the 
past. 

Using some specific details when 
describing the features, events, 
people and/or themes of the past in 
both talk and writing. 

Detailed descriptions (both in talk and 
writing) include some connections 
between features of the different 
historical periods studied 

• Autumn Term Key Vocabulary: Empire, Toga, Aqueduct, Coliseum, Centurion, Emperor, Amphitheatre, Senate, Gladiator, Republic, Mosaic, Arch, Chariot, Hypocaust, 
Tunic, Aquila, Pantheon, Testudo , Circus Maximus, Legionary 

• Spring Term Key Vocabulary: Titanic, unsinkable, collision, White Star Line, crow’s nest, iceberg, lifeboat, propellers, first class, second class, third class, disaster, 
survivor, centenary, memorial, Pharaoh, Scarab, Papyrus, Scribe, Amulet, Canopic jar, Sarcophagus, Tomb, Afterlife, Hieroglyphics, Mummification, Irrigation, Shaduf , 
Sphinx, Oasis, Egyptologist, Ankh, Pyramid, Barter, Rosetta Stone 

• Summer Term Key Vocabulary: Olympics, Olympian, events, competitors, medals, Bronze, Silver, Gold, winner (year 3) host nation, spectators, starting pistol, false 
start, track, podium (year 4) 

Enquiry using 
sources as 
evidence 

Pupils are able to use sources in a 
more critical way by thinking about their 
utility and/or accuracy. 

Beginning to ask questions about 
sources and using more than one 
source in written and verbal 
responses 

Comparing different sources of 
evidence and identifying some 
similarities and/or differences 

Commenting on whether a source is 
useful and/or accurate for learning 
about the past, considering fact & 
opinion 

Key vocabulary 
when talking 
about sources of 
history 

Key vocabulary: Artefact, object, discovery, invention, primary source, secondary source, museum 

Communication & 
Language 

Pupils are able to express their thinking 
in increasingly organised ways, 
providing reasons and using historical 
terminology and dates. 

Beginning to add detail and 
description to written and verbal 
working e.g. adding annotations to 
drawings 

Presenting findings of historical study 
through a variety of means with 
accurate using of some key words 
and phrases related to the period of 
study 

Written work is becoming increasingly 
organised, providing ideas and 
decisions supported by reasoning, 
historical terminology and dates 

KS2 Substantive 
Concepts 
Vocabulary: 

Key vocabulary: age (period), ancient, century, civilisation, country, decade, enemy, estate (land), famine, freedom, king, kingdom, millennium, 
nation, peasant, period, ruler, settlement, slave, trade, tribe, village (Year 3 words) army, border, city, conflict, conquest, conquer, emperor, empire, 
invasion, power, rules, war 
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Chronology 

Pupils should be able to recognise that 
history can be divided into different 
periods of time, make appropriate use 
of dates and chronological conventions 
(e.g. BC, AD, century, decade) to 
reflect the passing of time and be able 
to create timelines and sequences 
using dates. 

Sequencing: Sequence a few 
events, objects or pieces of 
information on a timeline 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
some terms relating to historical 
periods e.g. century, decade 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline 
Chronological Conventions: Use a 
larger range of terms relating to 
historical periods e.g. millennium, 
BC(E), AD/CE 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline accurately attributing 
some dates 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
dates and chronological conventions 
to reflect the passing of time 

Key Vocabulary 

for Chronology 

BC, AD, century, decade, now, then, old, new, ancient, pre-history, yesterday, day, week, month, year, past, present, nowadays, century, decade, 

period, millennium, BC(E), AD/CE, chronology, long time ago …, last week…, during the Roman period… 

Continuity & 

Change 

Pupils should be able to describe some 

of the changes between historical 

periods. 

Identifying some differences and 

similarities between modern life and 

the lives of people in the past 

Identifying some similarities and 

differences between aspects of life at 

different times in the past 

Describing some changes between 

periods of historical study  

Similarity & 
Difference 

In addition to recognising similarity and 
difference in the ways of life, beliefs 
and events affecting people within 
specific historical periods, pupils should 

Identifying some differences and 
similarities in the ways of life of 
different people during the period of 
study 

Describing some similarities and 
differences between the ways of life 
of the people, events & beliefs of the 
period of study (e.g. rich/poor) 

Describing and beginning to suggest 
reasons for some of the similarities 
and differences in the ways of life of 
the people, events & beliefs of the 
period of study  



be able to suggest some reasons for 
such occurrences. 

Cause & Effect 

Pupils should be able to go beyond 
identification of actions to suggest the 
reasons for and impact of actions and 
events. 

Comment on what happened as a 
result of people’s actions or events 

Identify some reasons why people 
acted in certain ways or why events 
happened 

Suggest some reasons for and the 
results of people’s actions and events 

Significance 
Pupils should be able to suggest 
reasons for historical importance. 

Identify which people or events 
were historically important 

Place people, events or problems in 
order of importance 

Suggest reasons for levels of 
historical importance  

Interpretation 

Pupils should be able to recognise that 
some representations of the past may 
be more valid than others. 

Recognising that two 
representations of the past may give 
different information 

Beginning to ask questions about the 
viewpoints provided by simple picture 
source 

Deeper questioning and thinking 
allows recognition that some 
viewpoints may be of greater value 
than others 

Progress in History – Year 5 

  By the end of Year 5 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Area of 
Study 

• Autumn – Space Race – NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Amazing Inventors - NC Link: a 
study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Lest We Forget - NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Spring – Victorians – NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Commonwealth Week - NC Link:  a 
study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Summer –Groovy Greeks – NC Link:  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world Awesome Olympics - a study of an 
aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
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 Knowledge & 
Understanding 

Pupils are able to demonstrate deeper 
understanding of history by starting to 
recognise the impact of people and 
events. 

Using some specific details when 
describing the features, events, 
people and/or themes of the past in 
both talk and writing. 

Detailed descriptions (both in talk and 
writing) include some connections 
between features of the different 
historical periods studied 

Detailed descriptions (both in talk and 
writing) include some understanding 
of Impact (before & after) on local, 
national and/or international levels 

• Autumn Term Key Vocabulary: Soviet, Satellite, Apollo 11, NASA, Sputnik, Rivalry, exploration, Communism, democracy, technological advancement 

• Spring Term Key Vocabulary: Queen Victoria, Victorian era, Prince Albert, Crystal Palace, Dame School, ragged school, national schools, board schools, British and 
Foreign Schools, inventions, factory, factory acts, mining, cotton mill, workhouse, chimney sweep, steam train, Thomas Edison, Charles Dickens, Dr Barnardo, pauper, 
poverty, upper class, lower class, working class, rich, affluent, industrial, steam, slate, chalk board, whip, cane, typhoid, disease, cholera, empire, British Empire, 
compulsory, coronation, slum, dormitory, Industrial Revolution, privy, governor, debtor’s prison, artisan, refractory cell, pinafore, arithmetic, sovereign, constable, 
cobbles, cane, dunce, matron, oakum, workhouse, landlord, master, servant 

• Summer Term Key Vocabulary: democracy, Acropolis, city-state, Parthenon, marathon, Olympics, citizen, philosopher, alphabet, tragedy, agora, Hellenistic, phalanx, 
aristocrat, mythology, column, hoplite, peninsula, oracle, terraced, amphitheatre, Olympics, Olympian, events, competitors, medals, Bronze, Silver, Gold, winner (year 3) 
host nation, spectators, starting pistol, false start, track, podium (year 4) amphitheatre, pankration, wrestling, chariot racing, marathon, wreath, Olympia, discus, boxing, 
javelin, Ancient Greece, champion 

Enquiry using 
sources as 
evidence 

Pupils are able to use sources in a 
more critical way by thinking about their 
utility, accuracy and reliability. 

Comparing different sources of 
evidence and identifying some 
similarities and/or differences 

Commenting on whether a source is 
useful and/or accurate for learning 
about the past, considering fact & 
opinion 

Comparing sources of information to 
identify whether the evidence is 
reliable 

Key vocabulary 
when talking 

Key vocabulary: Artefact, object, evidence, discovery, invention, primary source, secondary source, archaeology, museum 



about sources of 
history 

Communication & 
Language 

Pupils are able to draw conclusions 
about the past reflecting their studies 
and understanding of the historical 
context. 

Presenting findings of historical 
study through a variety of means 
with accurate using of some key 
words and phrases related to the 
period of study 

Written work is becoming increasingly 
organised, providing ideas and 
decisions supported by reasoning, 
historical terminology and dates 

Written work reaches conclusions 
substantiated by ideas and evidence 
and supported by accurate use of 
terminology and dates. 

 

KS2 Substantive 
Concepts 
Vocabulary: 

age (period), ancient, century, civilisation, country, decade, enemy, estate (land), famine, freedom, king, kingdom, millennium, nation, peasant, 
period, ruler, settlement, slave, trade, tribe, village (Year 3 words) army, border, city, conflict, conquest, conquer, emperor, empire, invasion, power, 
rules, war (Year 4 words) absolute monarchy, ancestor, church (institution), coronation, culture, democracy, migration, lord, merchant, monarchy, 
nationality, nobility, queen, rights, law,  
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Chronology 

Pupils are beginning to organise their 
written work using a chronological 
framework (conventions and 
sequences) to reflect the passing of 
time. 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
a larger range of terms relating to 
historical periods e.g. millennium, 
BC(E), AD/CE 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline accurately attributing 
some dates 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
dates and chronological conventions 
to reflect the passing of time 

Sequencing: Sequences are 
beginning to be used to effectively 
organise written work and timelines 
reflect accurate placement of 10 or 
more events 
Chronological Conventions: 
Historical periods and chronological 
terminology are used accurately to 
support writing 

Key Vocabulary 
for Chronology 

BC, AD, century, decade, now, then, old, new, yesterday, pre-history, day, week, month, year, past, present, nowadays, century, decade, period, 
millennium, BC(E), AD/CE, chronology, chronological conventions, long time ago …, last week…, during the Victorian period…, during the reign of 
Queen Victoria, throughout the Victorian period… 

Continuity & 
Change 

Pupils should be able to suggest some 
reasons for the described changes 
between historical periods. 

Identifying some similarities and 
differences between aspects of life 
at different times in the past 

Describing some changes between 
periods of historical study  

Describing and suggesting reasons 
for changes between periods of 
historical study  

Similarity & 
Difference 

Pupils should be able to identify and 
describe similarity and difference when 
considering substantive historical 
concepts within or between 
contemporary regions, nations or 
cultures. 

Describing some similarities and 
differences between the ways of life 
of the people, events & beliefs of 
the period of study (e.g. rich/poor) 

Describing and beginning to suggest 
reasons for some of the similarities 
and differences in the ways of life of 
the people, events & beliefs of the 
period of study  

Describing similarity and difference 
associated with specific substantive 
concepts (e.g. society, culture and 
religion) 

Cause & Effect 

Pupils should be able to consider what 
went before and after when suggesting 
the impact of historical events or 
developments. 

Identify some reasons why people 
acted in certain ways or why events 
happened 

Suggest some reasons for and the 
results of people’s actions and events 

Suggest some reasons for and the 
results of historical events, situations 
and changes considering the before 
and after 

Significance 
Pupils should be able to suggest 
reasons for how they order historical 
importance. 

Place people, events or problems in 
order of importance 

Suggest reasons for levels of 
historical importance  

Suggest reasons for historical 
importance and ordering of 
importance 

Interpretation 

Pupils should be able to reflect upon 
why there are different interpretations of 
the past. 

Beginning to ask questions about 
the viewpoints provided by simple 
picture source 

Deeper questioning and thinking 
allows recognition that some 
viewpoints may be of greater value 
than others 

Considering reasons why there are 
different accounts and viewpoint of 
the past 

 
 
 



 

Progress in History – Year 6 
 

  By the end of Year 6 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 

Area of 
Study 

• Autumn – Kit Brown – Around Town – NC Link: a local history study Lest We Forget – NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Anglo-Saxons and Scots – NC Link: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots Vicious Vikings – NC Link: the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

• Spring – A Child’s War - NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Commonwealth Week - NC Link: a 
study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• Summer – Murderous Mayans – NC Link:  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study 
of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. Awesome Olympics - NC Link: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
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Knowledge & 
Understanding 

Pupils are able to demonstrate 
contextual understanding of the period 
and consider such context when 
working with substantive subject matter 
and second order concepts. 

Detailed descriptions (both in talk 
and writing) include some 
connections between features of the 
different historical periods studied 

Detailed descriptions (both in talk and 
writing) include some understanding 
of impact (before & after) on local, 
national and/or international levels 

Written and verbal responses are 
placed within the context of the period 
being studied. 

• Autumn Term Key Vocabulary: Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Mead, rune, wattle and daub, thatch, farmer-warrior, Sutton Hoo, Lindisfarne, Hengest and Horsa, Monk, 
illumination, manuscript, weregeld, Athelstan, Christianity, Augustine, Alfred the Great, Aethelred the Unready, longboat, longhouse, chieftain, berserker, danegeld, 
thing, feast, raid, trade, Yggdrasil, runes, farmer-warrior, pagan, Danelaw, Asgard, Jarl, Karl, figurehead, chainmail, Valhalla 

• Spring Term Key Vocabulary: Allies, air raid, ARP warden, Home guard, blackout, bomb, bomber, concentration camp, evacuee, evacuated, soldier, refugee, Gestapo, 
Adolf Hitler, Nazi, Swastika, Blitz, bomber, doodlebug, gas mask, hand grenade, prisoner of war, rationing, identity card, soldier, rifle, spitfire, Winston Churchill, 
Neville Chamberlain, treaty, prejudice, Holocaust, Victoria Cross 

• Summer Term Key Vocabulary: Ahau, dynasty, maize, codex, hieroglyphics, stela, scribe, haab, jade, sacrifice, city-states, terraced, pyramid, peasant, bloodletting, 
cacao, cenote, Huipil, Popol Vuh, Tzolk’in, Olympics, Olympian, events, competitors, medals, Bronze, Silver, Gold, winner (year 3) host nation, spectators, starting 
pistol, false start, track, podium (year 4) amphitheatre, pankration, wrestling, chariot racing, marathon, wreath, Olympia, discus, boxing, javelin, Ancient Greece, 
champion (year 5) modern, ancient, track record, stadium, world record, Olympic World Record, Commonwealth record, Olympic committee (year 6) 

Enquiry using 
sources as 
evidence 

Pupils are able to use sources in a 
more critical way by thinking about their 
utility, accuracy and reliability and 
suggesting some reasons for their 
judgements. 

Commenting on whether a source is 
useful and/or accurate for learning 
about the past, considering fact & 
opinion 

Comparing sources of information to 
identify whether the evidence is 
reliable 

Providing some reasons for 
judgements of source utility, accuracy 
and reliability (based on source 
content and historical context rather 
than provenance) 

Key vocabulary 
when talking 
about sources of 
history 

Artefact, object, evidence, discovery, invention, interpretation, primary source, secondary source, significance, oral history, archaeology, museum 

Communication 
& Language 

Pupils are able to draw conclusions 
about the past reflecting their studies 
and understanding of the historical 
context. 

Written work is becoming 
increasingly organised, providing 
ideas and decisions supported by 
reasoning, historical terminology 
and dates 

Written work reaches conclusions 
substantiated by ideas and evidence 
and supported by accurate use of 
terminology and dates. 

Work is appropriately structured to 
reflect chronological and substantive 
understanding of the subject mater 



 

KS2 Substantive 
Concepts 
Vocabulary: 

Age (period), ancient, century, civilisation, country, decade, enemy, estate (land), famine, freedom, king, kingdom, millennium, nation, peasant, 
period, ruler, settlement, slave, trade, tribe, village (Year 3 words) army, border, city, conflict, conquest, conquer, emperor, empire, invasion, power, 
rules, war (Year 4 words) absolute monarchy, ancestor, church (institution), coronation, culture, democracy, migration, lord, merchant, monarchy, 
nationality, nobility, queen, rights, law (Year 5 words) alliance, civil war, colony, court, diplomacy, frontier, General, immigration, military, monk, navy, 
nun, peace, political party, prime minister, public, religion, republic, society, tax, trade route (Year 6 words) 
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Chronology 

Pupils are able to create timelines to an 
accurate scale to represent the passing 
of time, and historical impact is 
effectively considered as a result of 
chronological understanding. 

Sequencing: Place events, objects, 
themes, people from a specific topic 
on a timeline accurately attributing 
some dates 
Chronological Conventions: Use 
dates and chronological 
conventions to reflect the passing of 
time 

Sequencing: Sequences are 
beginning to be used to effectively 
organise written work and timelines 
reflect accurate placement of 10 or 
more events 
Chronological Conventions: 
Historical periods and chronological 
terminology are used accurately to 
support writing 

Sequencing: Timeline are developed 
to scale and chronological 
understanding allows for effective 
consideration of the impact of history 
Chronological Conventions: 
Historical periods can be used as 
reference points 

Key Vocabulary 
for Chronology 

BC, AD, century, decade, now, then, old, new, yesterday, pre-history, day, week, month, year, past, present, nowadays, century, decade, period, 
millennium, BC(E), AD/CE, chronology, chronological conventions, long time ago …, last week…, during the Mayan period…, during the reign of …, 
throughout the Anglo-Saxon period…, towards the end of World War Two…, Pre-1939..., In 1945… 

Continuity & 
Change 

Pupils should be able to see that there 
are links between historical periods that 
could account for levels of change and 
continuity. 

Describing some changes between 
periods of historical study  

Describing and suggesting reasons 
for changes between periods of 
historical study  

Identifying links between historical 
periods that could help explain 
change and continuity over time  

Similarity & 
Difference 

Pupils should be able suggest reasons 
why there are similarities and 
differences when considering 
substantive historical concepts within or 
between contemporary regions, nations 
or cultures. 

Describing and beginning to 
suggest reasons for some of the 
similarities and differences in the 
ways of life of the people, events & 
beliefs of the period of study  

Describing similarity and difference 
associated with specific substantive 
concepts (e.g. society, culture and 
religion) 

Suggesting reasons for the similarity 
and difference associated with 
specific substantive concepts (e.g. 
society, culture and religion) 

Cause & Effect 

Pupils should be able to provide some 
explanation of their reasons relating to 
the impact of historical events or 
developments. 

Suggest some reasons for and the 
results of people’s actions and 
events 

Suggest some reasons for and the 
results of historical events, situations 
and changes considering the before 
and after 

Beginning to explain suggested 
reasons for the impact of historical 
events, situations and changes 

Significance 

Pupils should be able to undertake 
simple comparison to determine and 
give reason for the most important 
person, event or change. 

Suggest reasons for levels of 
historical importance  

Suggest reasons for historical 
importance and ordering of 
importance 

Suggesting logical reasons for the 
most important, with some level of 
comparison 

Interpretation 

Pupils should be able to reflect upon 
why there are different interpretations of 
the past and the impact of time, author 
& place. 

Deeper questioning and thinking 
allows recognition that some 
viewpoints may be of greater value 
than others 

Considering reasons why there are 
different accounts and viewpoint of 
the past 

Beginning to consider how time, 
author and place (TAP) could affect 
viewpoint  

 


